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PRESS RELEASE 

 

REDRESS DESIGN AWARD 2019 FINALISTS REVEALED 
10 extraordinary emerging designers showcase how creativity can reduce fashion’s waste  

 
15 May 2019 - Redress announces the Redress Design Award 2019 Finalists - 10 emerging design 
talents shortlisted from hundreds of applicants from across the globe who are ready to transform 
fashion’s waste into want. Representing the cutting-edge of fashion creativity, the finalists, (who include 
menswear designers for the first time in the competition’s history), now have just 11 weeks to bring their 
concepts to life before presenting their collections in Hong Kong later this year at the live Grand Final 
where the winners will be announced. 
 
Using circular design strategies, these designers 
will showcase solutions for the abundance of textile 
waste created by the fashion industry on a daily 
basis – an estimated 92 million tons a year 1 . 
“Despite an increase in awareness and some 
action across the industry, the catastrophic levels 
of waste are not diminishing fast enough. However, 
we are incredibly excited about the energy this next 
generation of Redress Design Award Finalists are 
charged with and their potential to drive a positive 
shift from linear to circular models of production. 
Each year the applicants’ creativity and thirst for knowledge increases, demonstrating higher levels of 
transformative thinking which is essential to solve this challenge” shared Christina Dean, Founder and 
Board Chair of Redress. 
 
Design approaches are diverse among the 2019 finalists who are utilising a variety of textile waste 
types, including damaged camping equipment, wedding dresses, uniform waste and restaurant table 
linens. Each finalist showcases the power of designers to transform waste in their own unique style.  
 
"It’s been incredibly inspiring to return as a judge for the Redress Design Award this year,” said Clare 
Press, Vogue Australia’s Sustainability Editor. “The depth of thought and breadth of creativity, applied 
by these talented young designers to dreaming up circular fashion design solutions has really 
impressed me. I can’t wait to see the collections up close when the 10 finalists present in Hong Kong. 
I'm sure we will discover more than one future fashion star.”  
 
Now in its ninth cycle, Redress Design Award 2019 support includes Lead Sponsorship from Create 
Hong Kong (CreateHK) of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and Gold 
Sponsorship from Eastman Naia™ and is partnered with over 130 educational institutes across the 
world. The competition spotlights the boundless creativity of emerging sustainable designers with a 
particular focus on the low waste design techniques of zero-waste, up cycling and reconstruction, while 
providing critical  knowledge and skills to a wide range of emerging fashion professionals through a 
range of educational activities and resources.  
 
“Another year, another group of hopeful finalists join the Redress Design Award, my absolutely favourite 
competition in the world. We need them more and more, their design opinions steeped in today’s 
problems with creativity as their solution. These emerging designers are offering us their views on the 
world we are leaving them, dictated by need and imagination instead of greed and exploitation, and in 

                                                 
1 Source: Global Fashion Agenda and The Boston Consulting Group, Inc. (2017), Pulse of the Fashion Industry.  
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return ask us to support them in cleaning up our mess,” shared Orsola de Castro, Fashion Designer and 
Co-founder of Fashion Revolution. 
 
After handing over their five-piece collections to Logistics Sponsor UPS who will ensure their safe 
passage to Hong Kong, eight of the finalists, will themselves travel to the city in late August to join the 
Hong Kong designers to take part in the Grand Final at Hong Kong Trade Development Council’s 
CENTRESTAGE on 5 September, livestreamed to the world. While in Hong Kong hosted by sponsor 
Kerry Hotel, a luxury urban lifestyle resort, finalists will take part in an intense week of activities and 
challenges to further test their creativity and sustainable design thinking. Their journeys will also be 
captured for the fourth season of Frontline Fashion, the award-winning documentary series co-
produced by Redress and Mustard Creative.  
 
The ten finalists, selected by the International panel of judges made up of fashion’s finest sustainability 
experts, are competing for the first prize - to join leading fashion house JNBY Group to design a 
sustainable collection for retail. The runner-up winner will receive a professional development 
mentorship from Orsola de Castro, with multiple other prizes up for grabs. 
 
The Redress Design Award 2019 Finalists are:   
 

• Moriah Ardila, Israel, Unisex 

• Julia English, Australia, Unisex 

• Abby Gaskin, Canada, Womenswear   

• Chan Jianfeng, Hong Kong, Womenswear 

• Chan Meiyan, Hong Kong, Womenswear 

• Damini Mittai, India, Womenswear 

• Carina Roca Portella, Spain, Womenswear 

• Anna Schuster, Germany, Menswear  

• Natalie Tzur, Israel, Menswear 

• Maddie Williams, UK, Womenswear  
 
The People’s Choice 
 
After a four week open call receiving thousands of votes from the public, the Redress Design Award 
2019 People’s Choice was awarded to Israel designer, Moriah Ardila whose collection is inspired by 
outdoor living in non-urbanised areas of the world where people are more attuned to nature and its 
connection to us. Moriah’s use of damaged camping equipment, such as sleeping bags and tents, form 
the materials of her designs that wowed the public. Tapping into this unique waste source - a first for 
the competition - Moriah up-cycles materials into modern clothing items that retain parts of their original 
functionality. She believes sustainability can be fashionable and wearable at the same time.  
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Editor’s Notes 

• The Redress Design Award 2019 was open to emerging designers and students with less than 
three years’ professional experience from around the globe and included womenswear, menswear 
or unisex fashion design.  

• The Redress Design Award 2019 International Judges are Orsola de Castro, Fashion Designer and 
Co-founder of Fashion Revolution; Ruth Farrell, Global Marketing Director, Textiles, Eastman; 
Roger Lee, CEO of TAL Group; Lin Li, Executive Director and Chief Creative Officer, JNBY Group; 
Clare Press, Podcaster, and Sustainability Editor-at-Large at Vogue Australia  

• The competition is run by Redress and receives Lead Sponsorship from The Create Hong Kong 
(CreateHK) of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. Other sponsors 
include Eastman Naia™, JNBY Group, UPS, DLA Piper and ADMCF. See the full list of partners at 
www.redressdesignaward.com/partners 

• Explore all the Redress Design Award 2019 prizes at www.redressdesignaward.com/prizes 

• Read more about the Redress Design Award People’s Choice Winner, Moriah Ardila here: 
www.redressdesignaward.com/news/2019/5/10/peoples-choice-announcement  

• Visit our LEARN platform www.redressdesignaward.com/learn for resources on how to source, 
design and market sustainable fashion and find out more about the Sustainable Fashion Educator 
Pack at www.redressdesignaward.com/educatorpack. A new guide on Longevity is set for release 
in June 2019. 

- The Redress Design Award 2019 Grand Final will be broadcast on 5 September 2019 on the 
Redress Design Award Facebook page: www.facebook.com/RedressDesignAward    

 
About Redress (wwww.redress.com.hk / www.redressdesignaward.com)  
The Redress Design Award (formerly the EcoChic Design Award) was developed by and is wholly 
organised by Redress. Redress is an environmental charity with a mission to prevent and transform 
textile waste to catalyse a circular economy and reduce fashion's water, chemical and carbon footprints. 
Their programmes work to change mindsets and practices to stop the creation of textile waste now and 
in the future, as well as creating systems and partnerships that generate and showcase value in 
existing waste. Working directly with designers, manufacturers, brands, educational bodies, government 
and consumers, Redress aims to create lasting environmental change in fashion.    
       
 
About The Create Hong Kong (www.createhk.gov.hk) 
Create Hong Kong (CreateHK) is a dedicated agency set up by the Government of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region in June 2009. It is under the Communications and Creative Industries 
Branch of the Commerce and Economic Development Bureau and dedicated to spearheading the 
development of creative industries in Hong Kong. Its strategic foci are nurturing talent and facilitating 
start-ups, exploring markets, and promoting Hong Kong as Asia’s creative capital and fostering a 
creative atmosphere in the community. CreateHK has sponsored the Redress Design Award (formerly 
the EcoChic Design Award) since launch in 2011.*  
 
Disclaimer: The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region provides funding support to the 
project only, and does not otherwise take part in the project. Any opinions, findings, conclusions or 
recommendations expressed in these materials/events (or by members of the project team) are those of the 
project organizers only and do not reflect the views of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region, the Communications and Creative Industries Branch of the Commerce and Economic Development 
Bureau, Create Hong Kong, the CreateSmart Initiative Secretariat or the CreateSmart Initiative Vetting Committee. 
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